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“The Borinqueneers successfully defended the 1st Marine Division’s retreat, but they soon realized 

this was only part of a much larger withdrawal of UNC [United Nations Command] troops. As the 

retreat continued into mid-December, news came that the enemy buildup had accelerated. Chinese 

and North Korean forces were gathering and converging on Hungnam. The UNC’s worst fears were 

coming true: they were losing ground in the war.  

They had to accelerate their plans in response to protect their troops and evacuate the Korean 

refugees that had fled to Hungnam. They ordered troops to board ships, division by division, and sail 

south to Pusan… Meanwhile, the 65th and the 3rd Infantry Divisions would hold the main line of 

resistance, providing enough cover for everyone to make it safely out of Hungnam…With each 

withdrawal, the enemy continued to push the Borinqueneers and the 3rd Infantry Division. 

…They were exhausted from several days of fighting…The soldiers of the 65th were some of the 

last to leave Hungnam. They were hurried and squeezed tightly onto the final boats. Finally, they 

could rest and relax. Once they left, the military would destroy the port so the enemy could not use 

the equipment and facilities against them. 

…After they loaded onto the final ship and set sail, the dynamite detonated. The soldiers looked 

back and watched the port explode…everything – erupted in smoke and flame. 


